
MESA students succeed with: 
•	 Academic support based on high standards

•	 Individual counseling to ensure that college 
prerequisites and transfer/college graduation 
requirements are met

•	 Industry involvement in activities and strategic 
planning

•	 Reinforcement of California math and science 
standards through hands-on projects and 	
group learning

•	 Supportive student communities based on 
academic success

•	 Professional development for math and science 
teachers in low-performing schools (with scores in 
lowest 2 quintiles of Academic Performance Index). 

•	 Networks of parents, educators, industry leaders 
and community resources to support students

   MESA provides a solution
California needs STEM professionals.

California currently has almost 900,000 STEM jobs, 	
expected to increase to 1.1 million —or 19% —by 2018.

Unfortunately, California is not on track to fill these 
jobs. Over a 6-year period, California’s ranking for 	
students completing a four-year degree in a STEM field 
fell from 14th highest in the nation to 45th.

With California’s rapid change in demographics, it is 
imperative to prepare student groups that are histori-
cally underrepresented in STEM fields. MESA provides 
opportunities for educationally disadvantaged students 
to succeed in these urgently needed areas of study 	
and to become successful STEM graduates. 

MESA is the solution. 

	 All data sources are available from the MESA Statewide Office.

MESA STUDENTS†

Students Centers

K–12* 20,299 19

Community College 4,707 36

University 3,186 12

Total 28,192 67

MESA and STEM (science, technology, engineering and math)† 

53% of MESA pre-college students go to college in STEM majors 

97% of MESA community college students transfer to four-year  
             institutions in STEM majors

MESA and Education Destinations†

MESA works!  Readying California’s Future STEM Workforce 

Top destinations of  
MESA high school grads

Top destinations of 
MESA transfer students

UC Irvine UC Davis

UC Berkeley UC Berkeley

UC Davis Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

UCLA UC Santa Cruz and UCLA (tie)

UC San Diego San Jose State University

Top transfer majors: MESA  
community college students

Top subjects: MESA  
university-level graduates

•	 Engineering •	 Civil Engineering

•	 Life sciences •	 Mechanical Engineering

•		Math •	 Electrical Engineering

•	 Biochemistry •	 Computer Science

•	 Computer science •	 Computer Engineering

      Out of state, other 
26%

Independent Colleges, Universities 
7%

California Community Colleges 
21%

UC 
24%

CSU 
22%

College 
76%

MESA STUDENTS

College 
41%

CALIFORNIA 
STUDENTS

*164 high schools, 174 middle & junior highs, 55 elementary schools

      Latino
American 56%

American
Indian 1%

African
American 8%

Asian Pacific
American 19%

Other 5%White 11%

      Male 
56%

Female
44%

Almost twice as many 
MESA high school seniors 
go to college, compared 
with all California high 
school graduates.

Where do MESA high 
school graduates go?

mesa statewide

@mesastem

visit us at mesa.ucop.edu

Program Sponsors
AMD	
East Bay Community Foundation 	
EBMUD	
Hispanic College Fund 	
James Irvine Foundation	
Riordan Foundation 	
Silicon Valley Education Foundation 	
Telacu	
URS	
Vasquez & Company

Industry Partners
AT&T 	
Bechtel	
Cisco 	
CUDC	
Edison International	
IBM 	
Oracle 	
PG&E 	
SDG&E	
Southern California Gas Company

† Statistics for Academic Year 2011–12



M E S A  C e n te  r  L o cati   o n s 

UC :  UC DAVIS •  UC Irvine •  UC 

Los Angeles •  UC Riverside • 

UC Santa Barbara • UC Santa Cruz • 	

CSU:  CSU Chico • CSU East Bay • CSU Fresno 

CSU Long Beach • CSU Los Angeles •	

CSU Sacramento • San Diego State University •  San 

Francisco State University •  San Jose State University •	

Sonoma State University •  Independent Univer sities : 

Chapman University •  University of the Pacific •  University of Southern 

California •  Community Colleges  :  Allan Hancock College •  American  	

River College •  Bakersfield College •  Butte College •  Cabrillo College •  Cañada 

College •  Chabot College •  City College of San Francisco • College of the 

Canyons •  College of the Desert •  College of the Sequoias •  College of the 

Siskiyous •  Contra Costa College •  Cosumnes River College •  East Los Angeles 

College •  El Camino College •  Gavilan College •  Hartnell College •  Los Medanos 

College •  Mendocino College •  Mission College (Santa Clara) •  Napa Valley 

College •  Pasadena City College •  R io Hondo College (Whittier) •  Sacramento 

City College •  San Diego City College •  San Joaquin Delta College (Stockton) • 

Santa Ana College •  Santa Barbara City College •  Santa Rosa College •  Skyline 

College (San Bruno) •  Solano Community College (Suisun City) •  Southwestern 

College (Chula Vista) •  Ventura College •  Woodland Community College •  Yuba 

College (Marysville) •  Community Sites  :  Imperial County Office of Education • 

Resources for Indian Student Education (RISE) •  Ukiah Unified School District

What is MESA?
Since 1970, Mathematics, Engineering Science Achievement (MESA) has helped educationally 
disadvantaged students in California to become engineers, scientists and other math-based 
professionals urgently needed by industry.

MESA provides a unique combination of enrichment activities, hands-on competitions, coun-
seling, academic support, industry involvement, and supportive community environment. 
Students are served at the pre-college, community college and university levels. MESA func-
tions with a partnership of all the major public and private education systems in California 
and with industry. 

Funded by the State of California, MESA is administered by the University of California, with 
funding allocated from UC and the California Community College Chancellor’s Office. MESA 
leverages its state funding to garner additional financial and resource support from private 
and public sources.

Who does MESA serve? 
Most MESA students are first in their families to attend college. Most are low-income and 	
attend (or graduated from) low-performing schools. With MESA’s support, these students 	
excel in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) studies—some of the most dif-
ficult academic subjects.

What makes MESA successful?
Over its 44-year history, MESA has established benchmarks, identified best practices, and 	
refined its model to ensure the most effective STEM program for its students. This continu-
ous improvement approach has resulted in a highly successful model for STEM success.

MESA has received awards from the White House and the Ford Foundation and is a model for 
similar programs in more than a dozen states.
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University of California 
300 Lakeside Drive, 7th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-3550 
(510) 987-9337 
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education partners
UC Office of the President

California Community Colleges, Chancellor’s Office 

CSU Office of the President 

Association of Independent California  
Colleges and Universities 

California Department of Education 

For a complete list of MESA Schools, 
visit www.mesa.ucop.edu/about


