
Food 

Fashion 

Language 

Gestures 

Art   Games   Music 

Norms   Beliefs 

Rules   Attitudes 

Opinions   Taboos 

EXPECTATIONS 

World Views 

SURFACE 

CULTURE 

DEEP 

CULTURE 

CULTURAL ICEBERG* 

How does this apply to the Learning Culture? 
What Learning Culture exists in classrooms, academic programs or support services? 

 Is the Learning Culture validating of students, does it promote an increased sense 
of belonging, and does it facilitate student engagement and expectations?  

 Is the Learning Culture explicit & clear to all OR implied & unknown to many? 

 Is the Learning Culture supported with positive, proactive language? 
 

 

*Adapted from Downing, Skip (2013). On Course: Strategies for Creating Success in College and in Life (7 th Ed.)  


